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SUBJ: FRENCH IRRITATED AT FONMIN ANDERSEN'S VIEWS ON INTERVENTION 
IN AERICA 

1. ACCORDING TO REPORTS IN THE DANISH PRESS, FOREIGN 
MINISTER ANDERSEN EXPRESSED HIS DISAPPROVAL OF 
MILITARY INTERVENTION IN AFRICA DURING A DEBATE IN THE 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT MAY 10. ASKED ON THEFLOOR WHETHER 
HIS VIEW APPLIED TO ALL EOREIGN INTERVENTION, ANDERSEN 
REPORTEDLY REPLIED THAT IT APPLIED TO ALL TROOPS 
WHETHER INVITED BY GOVERNMENTS OR NOT AND ESPECIALLY 
TO THE CUBAN TROOPS IN ANGOLA. TO ANOTHER QUERY 
REGARDING ERENCH FORCES IN MAURITANIA AND CHAD, ANDERSEN 
SAID HIS STATEMENT APPLIED TO TTHAT EXAMPLE ALSO. 

2. PRESS REPORTS STATE THAT ANDERSEN'S RESPONSES 
CAUSED A STIR IN STRASBOURG BECAUSE HE WAS ACTING IN 
HIS CAPACITY AS CHAIRMAN OF THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PHIS REMARKS, CONSEQUENTLY, COULD BE IRRITATING TO 
THE FRENCH. ON MAY 12 THE DANISH AMBASSADOR IN PARIS 
WAS CALLED TO THE FOREIGN OFFICE TO EXPLAIN ANDERSEN'S 
REMARKS. 

3. ANDERSEN HIMSELF, AFTER HIS RETURN TO DENMARK 
EXPLAINED HIS POSITION BY SAYING THAT IN THE EUROPEAN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


PARLIAMENT THE FIRST QUESTION ON A SUBJECT IS ANSWERED BY THE 
RESPECTIVE FOREIGN MINISTER IN HIS ROLE AS CHAIRMAN OF THE 
EUROPEAN COUNCIL AND SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS THEREAFTER ARE 
ANSWERED FROM A NATIONAL POINT OF VIEW. THIS, THE PRESS STATES, 

IS WHAT ANDEDSEN SAID HE DID. 

4. COMMENT: FOLLOWING ON ANKER JORGENSEN'S INDISCREET 
COMMENT ON THE FRENCH ELECTION DURING HIS RECENT VISIT 
TO WASHINGTON, HIS FOREIGN MINISTER'S LATEST REMARK APPEARS 
TO HAVE UPSET THE FRENCH AGAIN. WE NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT PRESIDENT 
LEOPOLD SENGHOR, AT THE OPENING OF A MEETING OF THE SOCIALIST 
INTERNATIONAL IN DAKAR MAY 12, CONDEMNED FOREIGN 
MILITARY INTERVENTION IN AFRICA. SO ANDERSEN'S VIEWS, 

WHILE UNCOMFORTABLE FOR THE FRENCH, APPARENTLY DON'T 
HURT DENMARK IN AFRICA. END COMMENT. 

DEAN 
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